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Table 15-3  Recent Congressional Appeals and Support for the Iraq War

Democrats Republicans Democrats Republicans

Elite Appeals
Dem. speeches support Bush  

(last quarter)
0.81***
(0.16)

0.24*
(0.13)

0.86***
(0.16)

0.30***
(0.12)

Dem. speeches oppose Bush  
(last quarter)

–0.40**
(0.19)

0.21
(0.24)

–0.40**
(0.18)

—

Dem. speeches oppose Bush  
(last quarter) pre-Duelfer

— — — 0.05
(0.23)

Dem. speeches oppose Bush  
(last quarter) post-Duelfer

— — — 0.30
(0.23)

GOP speeches support Bush  
(last quarter)

0.01
(0.20)

–0.35
(0.23)

0.04
(0.19)

–0.23
(0.22)

GOP speeches oppose Bush  
(last quarter)

–5.94***
(1.66)

–3.72***
(1.47)

–6.99***
(1.69)

–4.14**
(1.45)

Bush speeches (last quarter) –0.35**
(0.15)

0.63***
(0.18)

— 0.60***
(0.16)

Bush speeches (last quarter)  
pre-Duelfer

— — –0.51***
(0.18)

—

Bush speeches (last quarter)  
post-Duelfer

— — –0.24
(0.17)

—

Control Variables
Positive events (last quarter) 2.04***

(0.80)
1.61**
(0.72)

2.32***
(0.80)

1.39**
(0.68)

Negative events (last quarter) –0.02
(0.81)

–2.19***
(0.79)

–0.03
(0.77)

–2.10***
(0.74)

Logged casualties (cumulative) –8.28**
(1.48)

–3.14***
(0.77)

–8.04***
(1.47)

–2.94***
(0.78)

Unemployment (current  
quarter)

5.12
(3.46)

1.71
(2.36)

6.16*
(3.58)

3.30
(2.54)

Inflation (current quarter) 1.41
(0.88)

–0.19
(0.77)

1.20
(0.86)

–0.43
(0.89)

R2 .89 .71 .89 .73
(N) 97 97 97 97

Source: Compiled by authors

casus belli. In the wake of these developments, we posit that Democrats should be 
considerably less internally conflicted on the war than they were in the conflict’s 
early stages. For Republicans, we posit the reverse.33

The final two columns of Table 15-3 present models disaggregating the Bush 
speeches variable (for Democratic identifiers) and the Democratic congressional 
opposition variable (for GOP identifiers) into pre- and post-Duelfer Report 
components. Consistent with our theory, we find the strongest evidence of a 


